THE UNIT  OF  LIFE

settlement on a dear one's behalf of one of life's
most difficult undertakings. So kind and vir-
tuous Sir Ralph Verney described "a young
wedding between Lady Grace Grenville and Sir
George Cartwright's grandson, which was con-
summated on Tuesday by the Bishop of Durham;
she is six years old and he a little above eight years
old, therefore questionless they will carry them-
selves very gravely and love dearly/*

Nothing could strengthen a great family more
(in days when the family was all-important) than
a rich and influential marriage. When, as rarely
happened, an elder son was so undutiful as to kick
over the traces and choose for himself the de-
frauded father was justly indignant. "Sir," wrote
Lord Cork to his heir, "I am informed that you
are so miserably blinded as to incline to marry,
and so with one wretched act to undo both the
gentlewoman and yourself and ... to dash all
my designs which concern myself and house."
On the other hand, though to choose for one-
self against one's parents was unforgivable, few
parents expected a son or daughter to marry
anyone to whom he or she felt an active aversion.
A right of veto was nearly always allowable, such
as John Verney used when he had his prospective
bride paraded up and down Drapers' Garden
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